
Fact Sheets for

Impaired (Category 5) Waters in 2014

New River Basin

Cause(s) /
VA Category:

The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) issued a fish consumption advisory on August 6, 2001 for polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) for the lower portion of the New River (Rt. 114 Bridge downstream to the VA / WVA State Line - 52.0 miles) based on 
fish tissue collections from Carp.  An Advisory extension to Claytor dam was issued 8/06/2003 (11.47 miles) recommends that 
no carp be consumed in these waters and no more than two meals per month of flathead and channel catfish.  The VDH PCB 
Fish Consumption Advisory was further extended upstream on the New River (13 miles) to the I-77 Bridge to include the lower 
portions of Peak Creek (4.02 miles), Reed Creek (16.35 miles) and Claytor Lake (4,287 acres) on 12/02/2004.  The VDH 
advises consumption should not exceed two meals per month for carp and smallmouth bass.  Stony Creek is a 2010 Integrated 
Report (IR) addition to the original 2002 303(d) Listing.  The VDH level of concern is 50 parts per billion (ppb) in fish tissue.  

Water column data from 2010 thru 2012 are listed below where excursions of the WQS water column criterion of 640 pg/L are 
contravened causing 303(d) Listing for 'PCBs in Water Column'.  Water column data collection is in support of TMDL 
development for PCBs in the New River drainage.  Sample collections are made in both wet weather (WW) and dry weather 
(DW) conditions.

2012 Fish tissue and water column data follow reporting exceedances of the WQS based 20 ppb fish tissue value (TV) (VDH 
Lower Level of Concern 50 ppb).  And excursions of the WQS water column criterion of 640 pg/L.  Fish  tissue data are in 
addition to previous years collections.  Fish tissue data are reviewed by the VDH in making an advisory determination.  A 
complete listing of fish tissue collection sites and associated fish tissue data are available at http://www.deq.virginia.gov.  A 
more detailed presentation of the data can also be found using an interactive mapping application at 
http://www.deq.virginia.gov.  The VDH Advisory information is also available via the web at 
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/Epidemiology/PublicHealthToxicology/Advisories/.

9-RDC009.00 (Near Rt. 619 at Grahams Forge) 2012 two species analyzed - Carp exceeds WQS TV of 20 ppb (5 fish 
composite [62.6 - 69.4 cm] at 68.24 ppb.  Remaining species analyzed Smallmouth Bass (5 fish composite [21.8 - 26.6 cm] 
at3.04 ppb.

9-NEW098.32 (Rt. 672 Bridge, Lighthouse) 2012 four species analyzed - Channel Catfish exceeds WQS TV of 20 ppb; (2 fish 
composite (70.5 - 71.5 cm) at 65.15 ppb.  Remaining species analyzed Largemouth Bass (5 fish composite [34.5 - 43.1]) at 
7.76 ppb; Spotted Bass (5 fish composite [34.2 - 38.2 cm]) at 11.00 ppb; and Carp (3 fish composite [45.8 - 56.5]) at 6.04 ppb.

9-PKC007.82 (Route 99 Bridge) 2012 three species analyzed - Stoneroller exceeds WQS criterion of 20 ppb  (15 fish comp. 
[14.3 - 16.0 cm] at 33.18 ppb.  Remaining species analyzed Rock Bass (5 fish comp. [16.7 - 18.6 cm]); at 10.49 ppb)  and 
Redbreast Sunfish (5 fish comp. [14.3 - 18.1 cm]; at 3.01 ppb).  

9-PKC004.65 (Rt. 100 Bridge)  2012 five species analyzed.  Channel catfish exceeds WQS criterion of 20 ppb (2 fish 
composite [63.1 - 69.0 cm] at 33.15 ppb.  Remaining species analyzed Largemouth Bass (5 fish composite [33.4 - 40.8 cm]; 
@2.68 ppb), Carp 2 sizes (4 fish composite [54.6 - 62.0 cm]; @2.32 ppb) and (4 fish composite [54.6 - 62.0 cm]; @9.16 ppb) 
and Smallmouth Bass (3 fish composite [35.3 - 42.6 cm]; @6.90 ppb).

9-NEW088.86 (New River Claytor Lake at Dam) 2012 six species analyzed - Flathead Catfish exceeds WQS criterion of 20 ppb 
(2 fish composite [83.0 - 87.5 cm]) at 86.67 ppb.  Remaining species analyzed Carp (4 fish composite [56.5 - 67.0 cm] at 2.05 
ppb; Channel Catfish (1 fish [58.8 cm]) at 7.43 ppb; Largemouth Bass (5 fish composite [32.5 - 34.5 cm] at 0.36 ppb; 
Smallmouth Bass (4 fish composite [27.0 - 32.2 cm] at 0.88 ppb and Spotted Bass (3 fish composite [28.8 - 36.8 cm] at 0.00 
ppb.

9-NEW085.94 (New River downstream of Claytor Dam) 2012 two species analyzed - Flathead Catfish exceeds WQS criterion 
of 20 ppb (5 fish composite [57.5 - 70.3 cm]) at 33.74 ppb. Remaining species analyzed Carp (5 fish composite [62.6 - 81.0 cm] 
at 11.27 ppb.

Location: The impairment begins at the I-77 bridge crossing the New River and extends downstream to the VA/WVA State Line and 
includes the tributaries Peak Creek and Reed Creek as described below.

City / County:

N29R-01-PCB New River, Claytor Lake, Peak Creek, Reed Creek and Stony CreekCause Group Code:

Use(s):

Giles Co. Montgomery Co. Pulaski Co. Radford City Wythe Co.

Fish Consumption

PCB in Fish Tissue / 5A
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9-NEW079.19 (New River below Radford University) 2012 one species two exceeding composites analyzed - Carp exceeds 
WQS criterion of 20 ppb (2 fish composite [67.5 - 76.5 cm] at 53.28 ppb and Carp exceeding (2 fish composite [76.8 - 83.6 cm] 
at 94.85 ppb.  

9-NEW066.90 (New River at Whitethorne) 2012 one species analyzed exceeds WQS criterion of 20 ppb Carp (1 fish [72.0 cm] 
at 125.58 ppb.

9-WLK004.34 (Route 622 Bridge - Giles Co.)  Water column samples find two excursions of the WQS criterion of 640 pg/L.  
2010 Wet Weather (WW) at 1,706 pg/L and 2011 WW at 649 pg/L. 

9-NEW050.70 (New River near Pembroke) 2012 three species analyzed Carp  exceeds WQS criterion of 20 ppb (2 fish 
composite [67.5 - 71.6 cm] at 419.87 ppb and Channel Catfish (1 fish [58.1 cm] at 23.26 ppb.  Remaining species analyzed 
Flathead Catfish (1 fish [51.4 cm] at 9.60 ppb.  

9-NEW038.71 (New River below Celeanse) 2012 two species analyzed - Each of the following exceed the WQS criterion of 20 
ppb. Carp (2 fish composite [68.1 - 69.0 cm] at 355.63 ppb and Flathead Catfish (1 fish [56.0 cm] at 25.39 ppb. 

9-NEW030.15 (Route 460 Bridge at Glen Lyn) 2012 one species analyzed - Each of the following exceed the WQS criterion of 
20 ppb.  Carp 1 (1 fish [85.0 cm] at 234.01 ppb; Carp 2 (2 fish composite [72.5 - 74.8 cm]) at 448.15 ppb.

4,303.71 99.14
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PCB in Fish Tissue - Total Impaired Size by Water Type:

New River, Claytor Lake, Peak Creek, Reed Creek and Stony Creek

Fish Consumption

Sources:

Source Unknown
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